FOREFRONT

PERIODIC DIGEST OF FREELAND'S
FRONTLINE EFFORTS ON PROTECTING
PEOPLE AND THE PLANET FROM TRAFFICKING

Freeland remains busy as usual, operating on 4 continents, in 35 countries,
with a mission to protect vulnerable people and wildlife from trafficking,
organized crime and corruption, while revitalizing ecosystems and
communities. Today we present our latest snapshot of our activities over
the past 3.5 months.

Freeland's comprehensive approach involves Protecting People, Plants and
Animals from Trafficking; Educating the Public on How to Help Stop
Trafficking; and Rewarding Protectors of our Planet and People.

PROTECTING

WE BUILD CAPACITY OF FRONTLINE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO REDUCE AND
PREVENT CRIMINAL EXPLOITATION OF VULNERABLE PEOPLE, WILDLIFE AND ECOSYSTEMS

Our chairman Steve Galster and a Freeland Africa team conducted a scoping mission to
the beautiful Virunga Mountain range at the borders of Uganda, Democratic Republic of
Congo and Rwanda to respond to Ugandan officials request for Freeland assistance to
counter wildlife and human trafficking across this tri-border area, which is is famously
known as the last bastion of the wild gorillas.
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Next steps:

Freeland, Uganda Wildlife Authority and Police to

jointly plan support for a task force to protect gorillas
and other wildlife in and across these borders.

To deliver specialized training (CTOC) to help police

at the border identify and stop human and wildlife
trafficking.

Operation Akpe - Qngoing joint operation between South America, Asia, Africa:

Some wildlife from East Africa (exotic birds) is still moving towards West Africa, possibly en
route to the same traffickers who were involved in the Feb/Mar Brazil shipment featured in our
last issue. Freeland and our partners EAGLE and Liberia Chimpanzee Rescue and Protection
(LCRP) in collaboration with government agencies from 5 countries are continually monitoring
this situation.




Launch of new
Counter- Human
Trafficking Training
Program

On May 17, Thailand's Minister of Justice
and Australia’s Ambassador to Thailand
unveiled the new Counter Trafficking in
Persons (CTIP) Training Curriculum.
Freeland was earlier selected by ASEAN-
Act (ASEAN-Australia Counter
Trafficking), to help the Thai Government
produce the curriculum, in partnership
with partner organizations IJM
(International Justice Mission) and
Mekong Club.

See launch footage:

https://www.facebook.com/
share/r/RG2dbBJxg92jpYQB/

Freeland organized our signature program
CTOC Counter Transnational Organized Crime (CTOC)
ARGENTINA in Buenos Aires, Argentina from April 15th

-19th, 2024 for 28 participants (9 female/19

male) aimed at dismantling trafficking chains of
7 DISMANTLING exotic live animal pet trade of mammals and

KN INTERNATIONAL reptiles. The training comprises a mock

EXOTIC LIVE practical scenario with a simulated

) PET TRADE idn_]E;arnational W[ldlife traf_ficléinggase Whedre
ifferent agencies are mixed and groupe

- SUPPLY CHAINS together to work on the case. The course was

attended by 8 law enforcement agencies. All

participants stated that the course exceeded

expectations and they would recommend

Freeland’s courses to other agencies.

FEEDBACK FROM CTOC ARGENTINA PARTICIPANTS:

“THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I will certainly incorporate
many of the things | learned from this training exchange into
my daily anti-trafficking work.”

“Excellent work group, organization, police personnel, and
prosecutors. Thanks to the course, | have come to realize
the importance of conducting procedures within this
jurisdiction.”


https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=d2e880dd92&e=e0c90755d4
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=d2e880dd92&e=e0c90755d4
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=d2e880dd92&e=e0c90755d4

Open source intelligence training helps public and
i d & private investigators undertake investigations using
On-The-Job | | publicly available sources and databases.

FTOTT NN

Freeland delivered this course from April 22nd -25th,
2024 in Buenos Aires, Argentina for 18 participants (7
female/11 male) which was hosted by the
Environmental Control Brigade with participation from 7
law enforcement agencies.

The participants had a hands-on training course with
OSINT research and findings were presented to the

group.

PLUGGING
TRAFFICKING
HOTSPOTS

BUILDING BORDER
TASKS FORCES IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA

For decades, syndicates, including a notorious one called Hydra, routinely trafficked
endangered species from Asia and Africa through the borders of Malaysia, Thailand, Laos, and
Vietnam. Between 2014-2021, Freeland and Thai financial investigators teamed up to find and
seize $50 million worth of property from Hydra, while 6 of its mid-level members were arrested.
The Thai Supreme Court recently followed suit by sentencing one of its top members to 5 years
in prison. But syndicates can rebound, or others can take their place. So now, Freeland and the
Southeast Asian Police network called “ASEANAPOL” are helping police and other agencies
form border task forces to put remaining major wildlife criminals in this region out of business.
There’s a lot of work to do, given how entrenched traffickers are here.

Quarter 2 culminated with successful 5 roundtables fostering strong and lasting collaboration
between law enforcement agencies. Thanks to a grant from the US State Department Bureau of
International and Narcotics Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), Freeland looks forward to upcoming
training and capacity building events in the coming quarter under this project “TRIPOD 2”.
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Countries

RoundTablel s

Makhon Phanom,
Thailand

RoundTable2 B9

Hat Yal,
Thailand

28 Jan 2024
37 particpants
11 agencies

RoundTable 3

Lao PDR
20-21 Mar 2024
27 particpants

| Thakhek,
11 agencies

RoundTable 4

Cau Treo, Ha Tinh,
Wietnam

TMay 2024

32 particpants

12 agencies

RoundTable 5

Alor Setar,
Malaysia

13 May 2024
30 particpants
14 agencies

South Asia’s (particularly India’s) rising
economic profile has changed it from a
mostly source and transit region to a
major destination for exotic pets from
different parts of the world. Species seen
repeatedly in seizures include reptiles
and infant great apes. As a response,
Freeland with funding from Sawhney
Family Foundation and other supporters
is now planning to:

TRACING " effckingnetmorks smugging ve
GSSGTS OF exotic species;
lee GNOTIC * Dismantle these networks and
SPGCIGS prevent others from replacing
T

Ensure that the live animals are

cared for, and that all operational
plans are “victim-centric”.



EXTENDING DIGITAL EORENSICS
ASSISTANCE to our law enforcement
partners so that they continue
receiving information and assistance
even after the projects are over

Our Training and Technology Coordinator,
Prerana Sethiya, recently completed specialized
training in digital forensics with Detego Global in
the United Kingdom. Detego Global is a leading
provider of digital forensics solutions,
headquartered in West Sussex, UK. Their
innovative technology is crucial for advancing our
collective efforts in combating wildlife and human
trafficking by uncovering vital evidence from
electronic devices such as mobiles and laptops,
tracking illegal activities, and identifying key
suspects and financial trails.

We will soon be conducting Detego training for LE agencies in South Asia and Southeast Asia, enhancing our
capacity to tackle trafficking rings even more effectively.

The Surviving Together program takes a holistic approach to preserving biodiversity.
It’s been purpose-built by working closely with protected area managers, rangers,
and the surrounding communities to address the root causes of environmental
degradation and bolster conservation efforts where they are needed most.

SURVIVING TOGETHER
BACKING
PROTECTORS OF Wildlife Wins: Dong Yai Wildlife Sanctuary officials thanked
NATURE AT THE Freeland for supporting enforcement agencies as the
FOREST-LEVEL IN PERPETRATOR OF THE ILLEGAL CUTTING
THAILAND ROSEWOQOD TREES WAS ARRESTED.

Keep supporting Freeland so we can support rangers on the
field and their operations: https://www.freeland.org/frontline-
champions.html



https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=84d73079c8&e=e0c90755d4
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=84d73079c8&e=e0c90755d4
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=84d73079c8&e=e0c90755d4
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=84d73079c8&e=e0c90755d4

Protected Area Monitoring Systems
(SMART) patrol meetings and Ranger
Training

UNDER SMART, rangers
come together to share
and analyze data on
what they are
encountering during
anti-poaching patrols.
Then, led by their
supervisors, they plan
on how to improve each
patrol  to prevent
poaching.

Freeland attended and participated in 4 such meetings/trainings between April to June and
trained in total 144 rangers and forest officers in Khao Laem, Ta Phraya National Park, Dong Yai
Wildlife Sanctuary, and Pang Sida National Park. This initiative supports the protection of the
Dangrak Ecological Corridor that links Thailand’s Ta Phraya National Park with Banthey Chhmar
Protected Landscape in Cambodia. Wildlife knows no borders and increased reporting capacity
will help protect this important wildlife corridor and facilitate wildlife dispersal. Freeland also
provided equipment like radios for patrolling activities and taught them how to set up and use
these radios for improved patrols.

EDUCATING

WE FOSTER GOOD BEHAVIOR TOWARD VULNERABLE PEOPLE, WILDLIFE AND ECOSYSTEMS
THROUGH STORYTELLING

Educating the youth and working with communities via
Surviving Together

Freeland visited 486 students from 3 groups of young
Thai students from Romklao School and Brahmin
School located around protected areas for sensitizing
young minds about protecting their natural heritage and
coexisting peacefully. Our outreach team used music,
animal costumes and storytelling in interactive sessions
with the kids to focus on the global importance of the
biodiversity that they live in and next to.

One major threat to both people and wildlife is the conflict between the two over diminishing
habitat. So Freeland runs a “Human-wildlife conflict (HWC) mitigation” program, consisting of
monthly stakeholder discussions and plans. This is being piloted in Thailand, with lessons being
packaged to share with other countries. Around 7 such meetings were organized between April
and June in Thai villages, with the support of our partner ‘The Golden Triangle Asian Elephant
Foundation'.



Following are some themes of
these meetings

* Todiscuss the dangers of

collecting herbs for traditional
medicines in areas with elephants

FREELAND 3 : e N h i * To win the hearts and minds of

S| WILDLIFE BELONGS IN THE WILD
WILDUIFE, Of

community members to reduce
poaching, especially the use of
inhumane snares

« Toadvise and train villagers on

safe ways to move crop raiding

: ‘K" 4y wildlife, especially elephants back
"'.g. _g:i_r Z - g to the forest.

yndesiy 2 = . ol | 3 To solve wildlife crime problems,
N and problems of collecting honey,
raising livestock in the area,
hunting in the area and illegal
tourism.

Developing a campaign to reduce

the use of violence against
elephants in nearby villages via
Human-elephant conflict (HEC)
mitigation meetings.

Freeland's-appeal-toshutdown-€hatchak’s animal market

For 24 years, Freeland has been campaigning to close Chatuchak (3J)’s animal market, due to inhumane
conditions, evidence of illegal trade, and its potential threat to public health. Markets like this threaten
both animals and people due to the possibility of zoonotic viral outbreaks. Check out what our Founder
Steve Galster said on the incident: https://www.facebook.com/share/v/5n1kZmjTERiczTRG/

EarthTeam is growing and evolving

Freeand is a proud co-chair and member of EarthTeam, a global alliance to protect Mother Earth
from pandemics, species loss, and climate change by advocating and implementing the One
Health Approach. One Health = protecting the health of people, animals and ecosystems at the
same time.

Earthteam offers a platform for individuals, groups, and organizations from all geographies,
cultures and generations to talk together about threats facing our planet’s health, and how to
support each other’s solutions, while creating new ones together.


https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=cdb5485db3&e=e0c90755d4
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=cdb5485db3&e=e0c90755d4
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We launched a new tool - a GIS mapping platform which can visualize any kind of data related to One
Health solutions. Currently it hosts:

* Solutions map comprising of over 70 projects and tool from our partners, and you can add
yours too! Just email us at admin@earthteamsolutions.org

¢ Wildlife crime incidents map aka “Wildlife Trafficking Observatory of Freeland” with data
from 2006 onwards. Visit https://map.earth-team.org/map/en/wildlife

Every month we also host virtual townhall gatherings with our partners across the globe. Let’s take
a look at last quarter's talks.

June: Roger Leakey
(Professor of
Agroecology and
Sustainable
Development) talks
about his new addition
of his book “Living with
the Trees of Life”, in
which he
demonstrates, with
real-life examples from
his work in the tropics,
how natural farming
systems can offer hope
for rural communities.

May: Harrison Carter, a
Conservation biologist
and human-wildlife
coexistence specialist
gives a fascinating talk
on encounters with
venomous snakes and
discussion on how to
peacefully coexist with
them.

April:  Daniel  Swid
(Product designer,
engineering leader, and
collaboration expert)
talks about how
collaborative and co-

creative design
methods have helped to
concentrate and
accelerate shared
understanding and

purpose among many
organizations.



mailto:admin@earthteamsolutions.org
mailto:admin@earthteamsolutions.org
mailto:admin@earthteamsolutions.org
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=5862cd74a2&e=e0c90755d4
https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=5862cd74a2&e=e0c90755d4

EarthTeam Awards - EarthTeam Alliance acknowledges the
work of our partners and arranges quarterly awards for its
partners and members via a consensus voting system

during coordination meetings. Awards for the second quarter
of 2024 was given to Kartika Rana for exceptional
teamwork.

TEAMWORK

KARTIKA RANA

On 3rd May 2024, Department of National Parks Thailand along with WWF, WCS, Panthera, ZSL and

Freeland signed a 5-year MoU supporting collaboration in Thai protected areas, especially World
Heritage Sites.

“The pain of an ecological education is that one lives alone in a world of wounds.” (Aldo Leopold). But we
need not be alone, and we can change what we see — through storytelling. Watch our fundraiser:
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/geLoxUm5wDAAhML4/ and support Freeland’s storytelling work:
https://www.freeland.org/frontline-champions.html



https://freeland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f2dbfdf315dfed3770aa9a5e&id=56b55b1611&e=e0c90755d4
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