
Freeland remains busy as usual, operating on 4 continents, in 35 countries, with our mission to protect
vulnerable people and wildlife from trafficking, organized crime and corruption, and revitalizing
ecosystems and communities. Today we present our latest snapshot of our activities over the third
quarter of 2024.

Freeland's comprehensive approach involves - PROTECTING People, Plants and Animals from Trafficking;
EDUCATING the Public on How to Help Stop Trafficking; and REWARDING Protectors of our Planet and
People from trafficking.

Q3 2024 Report



PROTECTING

SOUTH AMERICA

3 Capacity Building Events;

209 Officers Supported

FEEDBACK FROM DETECT -
TRAINED BRAZIL PARTICIPANTS:

WE BUILD CAPACITY OF FRONTLINE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO REDUCE AND
PREVENT CRIMINAL EXPLOITATION OF VULNERABLE PEOPLE, WILDLIFE AND ECOSYSTEMS

Freeland and Sea Shepherd Brasil
organized the Forum on Shark Fin
Trafficking in São Paulo, Brazil on July
30-31 for 25 participants from law
enforcement agencies to support inter-
institutional coordination.

Freeland and Brazilian Federal Police
organized Freeland's "DETECT"
Countering Wildlife Trafficking
Training from August 12-16 in Salvador,
Bahia for 71 law enforcement officials.

Freeland and Brazilian Federal Police
organized Trafficking Free Enterprises
Airport Training at Salvador
International Airport to train 113 Civil
Aviation Protection Agents - APACS who
act on the frontline in airport inspection on
August 14 and 15. Training included
techniques to improve X-ray inspection
processes at airports in order to detect
smuggled wildlife species.

These trainings are funded by the US
State Department Bureau of International
and Narcotics Law Enforcement Affairs
(INL).

“A lot of added knowledge and exchange of useful
information for combating illegal activities against wildlife”.

“Freeland’s training courses are always very engaging, with
very interesting topics and debates”.

“The topics chosen, as well as being topical, are useful for
application in the day-to-day activities of the judicial police”.



AFRICA
5 countries supported

Countering Trafficking in
Persons (CTIP) Training

The Countering Trafficking in Persons (CTIP) Training program
produced by Freeland, in collaboration with IJM and Mekong, for
ASEAN-ACT, has become an official part of Thailand's Center of
Excellence on CTIP Now, two African countries have requested
Freeland toproduce a CTIP program for them, including one that
trains task forces how to address the convergence of trafficking
crimes.

Defending Africa and its natural resources

Incidents of crime convergence are being detected, including, for example, cross-border deceitful
recruitment of boys for jobs, then forcibly conscripting them to join rebel armies that are also involved in
wildlife and timber trafficking.

Freeland is gearing up to provide technical support to enforcement agencies in 5 African countries to
help identify and stop criminal rings that are trafficking people and wildlife across their borders.

Support currently includes: intelligence analysis; information; training; and travel support. One new project
includes the tri-border area between Uganda, Rwanda and DRC. 



Southeast ASIA

10 Capacity Building Events; 

SOUTH ASIA
Establishing data sharing
networks

339 Government and Private Sector Officers Trained

South Asia’s (particularly India’s) rising
economic profile has changed it from a
mostly source and transit region to a
major destination for exotic pets from
different parts of the world. Species seen
repeatedly in seizures include reptiles
and infant great apes. As a response,
Freeland with funding from Sawhney
Family Foundation and other
supporters is now planning to:

Help Indian officers illuminate and
dismantle trafficking networks
between Thailand and India via
technology and trainings;
Ensure that the live animals are
cared for via CCW trainings, and
that all operational plans are
“victim-centric”.



From Sept 23-28, Freeland organized the 
Investigations Training course at the Khao Yai National
Park Regional Training centre for 21 Deputy
Superintendents of different Thai national parks.

Protected area officers typically do not receive training in
investigations, even though much of the multi-billion illegal
trades in wildlife and timber originate in their jurisdiction.
For most of the trainees, it was their first investigations
training and they requested for more of such specialised
trainings. Breaking the mould of a male dominated field,

Quarter 3 culminated with 1 cross border law enforcement
trainings, 3 corporate transport related trainings, and 3 port-
based roundtables. These were done under the TRIPOD-2
project, sponsored by the US State Department Bureau of
International and Narcotics Law Enforcement Affairs (INL),
in partnership with ASEANAPOL, Southeast Asia's Police
Chief network. TRIPOD stands for "Targeting Regional
Interdictions for Policing Opportunities and Development". 

Freeland organized its Counter Transnational
Organized Crime-Wildlife Trafficking ("CTOC-WT")
training from
September 2-6 in Nakhon Phanom, Thailand in collaboration
with International Wildlife Trust and ASEANAPOL. The training
was attended by 40 representatives from multiple law
enforcement agencies from Thailand and Lao PDR, including
customs officials, and financial intelligence units. CTOC equips
participants with tools to illuminate and dismantle covert
criminal rings.

In August, Freeland organized three Trafficking Free Enterprises trainings for both private and
government sector agencies in airports and seaports where participants learned how to identify,
detect, respond and report to wildlife trafficking. Three follow up Port based Roundtables were held
among airport and seaport agencies to help them work together more on combating wildlife crime.
These trainings were conducted at Vientiane Wattay Airport (Lao PDR), and Hat Yai Airport and Laem
Chabang Seaport (Thailand) in collaboration with WWF Thailand.

DETECT Forest

Freeland ensured a mix of female and male participants,
and 3 of the instructors were also women. 
The training was sponsored by the US Fish and Wildlife and
supported by Foundation Segre.



9 schools and 9 villages
supported;

7500 trees planted

Freeland engaged 836 students from 9 schools located
around Thai protected areas from July to October, sensitizing
them about protecting their natural heritage and coexisting
peacefully with it. Our outreach team used music, animal
costumes and storytelling in interactive sessions with the kids
to focus on the global importance of the biodiversity that they
live right next to.

Protected Area Monitoring Systems (SMART) patrol meetings - Under SMART, rangers come
together to share and analyze data on what they are encountering during anti-poaching patrols. Then, led
by their supervisors, they plan on how to improve each patrol to prevent poaching.

Working with Thailand's Department of National Parks (DNP, Freeland co-organized two SMART Patrol
meetings held in July 2024 at the Salawin Wildlife Sanctuary and Thong Pha Phum National Park for 90
rangers to discuss outcomes and issues with digital patrolling in the forest. These meetings are funded by
Rikard Foundation.

SURVIVING TOGETHER: Educating youth and
rural communities to be stewards of nature

WE FOSTER GOOD BEHAVIOR TOWARD VULNERABLE PEOPLE, WILDLIFE AND ECOSYSTEMS
THROUGH STORYTELLING

EDUCATING

Southeast ASIA



EarthTeam features:

80 volunteers

enlisted; 1 film

produced. 

Freeland co-chairs EarthTeam, a global alliance to protect
Planet Earth from pandemics, species loss, and climate
change by advocating and implementing the One Health
Approach. One Health = protecting the health of people,
animals and ecosystems at the same time. There are now
more than 100 members. 

of São Paulo - CEMACAS, which cares for
and rehabilitates about 8,000 wild animals per year. The
volunteers were mainly students of biological sciences and
veterinary medicine.

Freeland provides technical support for virtual reality film about wildlife trafficking - The film
CAPTIVEIRO is a pedagogical project of raising awareness about wild animal trafficking. It is aimed at
middle and primary school audiences, developed by the Arbo Institute. Freeland provided technical
support, imparting knowledge on the dynamics of wildlife trafficking, including the various stages of the
trafficking supply chain. The final script was written by the Arbo Institute.

Freeland with support from Thai DNP facilitated four reforestation drives between July and October with
local communities and school children in multiple Thai national park territories. 1836 villagers planted
nearly 7500 trees during these drives.

One major threat to both people and wildlife is the conflict between the two over diminishing habitat. So
Freeland runs a “Human-wildlife conflict (HWC) mitigation” program. This program consists of (a)
villager patrols to help reduce and prevent the conflict; and (b) monthly village meetings where
stakeholders agree on how to help individuals and families impacted by Human Elephant Conflicts
(HEC). This can include select compensation that is agreed by stakeholders. This HEC program is being
piloted in Thailand, with lessons being packaged to share with other countries. Around 9 such meetings
with 273 villagers and rangers were organized between July and October in Thai villages, with the
support of our partner 'The Golden Triangle Asian Elephant Foundation'.

Freeland gives an awareness lecture for 80 new
volunteers from the Center for Wildlife Management and
Conservation 

EARTHTEAM
100+ members

SOUTH AMERICA



Every month we host 
look at last quarter's talks.

 Let’s take a

Community: includes monthly virtual town hall meetings, working groups, a coordination unit, and a
website that supports communities of practice. 

Learning: Our distance learning platform features tools and training courses for those wanting to
improve their own capacity, or that of others, in wildlife protection, habitat protection, and
regenerative agriculture. 

Action: Our global community calendar and project map enhance coordination of members and non-
members toward common goals.

Sign up here

virtual townhall gatherings with our partners across the globe.

Sep: EarthTeam
partners Freeland and
International Wildlife
Trust presented
“Countering Wildlife
Trafficking and
Zoonotic Outbreaks
Through Hotspot
Borders” via TRIPOD
2.

July: Amanda Gore
talks about the work
led by C4GA, focusing
on financial crime
elements of
environmental crimes.

https://fb.watch/u-
q5JPVxO4/

Aug: Dr Charles
Barber introduced us to
the Nature Crime
Alliance and to the
USAID-supported
Countering Nature
Crime project.

https://fb.watch/u-q4ye-
irN/ https://fb.watch/u-

q310GRQM/ 

https://www.earth-team.org/sign-up/
https://fb.watch/u-q5JPVxO4/
https://fb.watch/u-q5JPVxO4/
https://fb.watch/u-q4ye-irN/
https://fb.watch/u-q4ye-irN/
https://fb.watch/u-q310GRQM/
https://fb.watch/u-q310GRQM/
https://fb.watch/u-q310GRQM/


WE REWARD THOSE WHO MAKE EFFORTS TO PROTECT PLANET AND PEOPLE BY
SPOTLIGHTING AND PROMOTING THEM AS CHAMPIONS

2 criminal gangs
busted

The CTOC Nakhom Phanom training in September was
followed by the delivery of DETEGO digital forensics
technology to the new Wildlife Intelligence Center of
Thailand, hosted by the country’s Department of National
Parks (DNP).

Inspired and skilled up by the CTOC
course, one trainee went immediately to
work, chasing a lead and arresting a
trafficker who had moved 1.4 tons of
pangolins (scaly anteaters), the most
heavily trafficked mammal in the world)
through northeast Thailand in the
direction of Lao PDR. 

Freeland and Detego Global, in
partnership with ASEANAPOL, will be
delivering the same technology and
training to law enforcers in Malaysia and
Vietnam in the near future.

REWARDING

Southeast ASIA

On July 31st, Thailand’s King of Tigers Task Force of the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation in collaboration with Royal Thai Police conducted a successful operation against a
transnational timber trafficking crime group involving Thailand, Lao PDR, Vietnam, and China. The
Task Force benefited from technical equipment donated by Freeland, which were used to identify the
crimes in action —vital for evidence in court.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069245230245&__cft__[0]=AZXn6g2hu18HOIugXV4zAAMh94qbEp8YN_MOm7YXu0t8UP1S4hxXPyDw8P9OaV6y4BCUPT21fMKi_wB8nuHF2DbtzdrA9x3bf_EXtTm5sN0vVZOcLdLvjWioMKfSTqn6CqVEXUMsqELXz-H2nx5JlQEbztmTGKSL1xZio3RdKVyWFE7lb1w1b2sTdbGjABOmkQA&__tn__=-]K-R


Help Freeland stop trafficking - DONATE HERE

$50 million in assets
seized

Argentine task force arrested a safari hunting boss who
hosted thousands of hunters from different countries over
the years, setting up canned hunts for them to kill jaguars
and other rare and threatend species. Argentine authorities
have confirmed to Freeland that numerous quantities of
goods (cars, motorcycles, title deeds/deeds, hunting
trophies) that allegedly came from criminal activities and
could amount to $50 million were seized.

The Public Prosecutor of Lomas de Zamora, the Argentine
Federal Police and the Environmental Control Brigade
have collaborated with Freeland over the past year, on
the case. Hunters signing up for the hunts came largely from
the United States and Europe. Hunts were also promoted
through US and European hunting platforms. Read more
here.

The largest operation to combat crime against
wildlife carried out in Argentina's history, supported
by Freeland

SOUTH AMERICA

https://www.freeland.org/frontline-champions.html
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/sociedad/por-primera-vez-detuvieron-a-seis-hombres-por-caza-ilegal-de-animales-en-peligro-de-extincion-y-nid08082024/
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